Technology evaluation: epratuzumab, Immunomedics/Amgen.
Immunomedics and Amgen are developing the unconjugated form of the anti-CD22 humanized monoclonal antibody, epratuzumab, for the potential treatment of lymphoma, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) and certain autoimmune conditions. Immunogenics is also developing the radioisotope-linked (90Y) form of epratuzumab. The monoclonal antibody is currently undergoing phase III clinical trials for the potential treatment of aggressive lymphoma. By January 2003, epratuzumab had received Orphan Drug status in the US for its potential in the treatment of NHL.